GALWAY COUNTY. 



RETURN to an Orber of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 June 1840;— -for, 




COPIES of a Memorial addressed by the Grand Jury of the County of 
Galway , at Spring Assizes 1840, to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland \ 
with His Excellency’s Reply thereto; and of any Communication 
addressed by Order of the Lord Lieutenant to the Magistrates of said 
County, relative to such Memorial, and of any Report made by them to 
His Excellency. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 14 July 1840. 



TO His Excellency Viscount Ebrington, k. p. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
&c. &c. 



The Memorial of the Grand Jury of the County of Galway, at Spring Assizes 
assembled, 1840. 

Sheweth, 

T HAT in discharge of our fiscal duties, our serious attention has been 
directed to the great amount of rates levied off this county, that on inves- 
tigating the various items of expenditure, we find that the principal charges 
arise from the presentments for a large constabulary force, and these made to 
reimburse the Board of Works, over neither of which have we any control ; 
that with regard to the first, the Grand Jury beg leave to represent to your 
Excellency, that notwithstanding the peaceful state of this county, which 
we are happy to avouch, still the number of the constabulary has not been 
diminished in proportion to this improved state of society ; and further, that 
on comparing the numbers maintained in other counties more populous or 
equally so, and where tranquillity is not more secure, we find reasonable 
grounds for this Memorial. The county of Cork might be selected, where the 
force is about equal in amount to that of Galway, the population greater, and 
the expense of maintaining the force less. In Mayo again, with nearly an equal 
population, the expense is only about one half, and the number much less, as 
will appear from the annexed statement taken from the Parliamentary Returns. 
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— 
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GAIWAY. 
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- l6 ) 
- 522J 


- • - 


538 


— 


Officers 
Men - 
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535 




Expense 


-- 


£. 


13,627 6 -^| 


27,018 - 11 


26,119 16 si 




Population, 1831 - 


- 


- - 


367.956 


381,564 j 


700,359 



T° this statement we beg especially to call your Excellency’s attention. 

487 - a The 
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The sum levied to reimburse the Board of Works for keeping in repair cer- 
tain roads, which were originally executed conjointly by them and the county 
at large, is also very considerable, and the Grand Jury are satisfied from evidence 
that these works are executed at a greater expense than would be incurred 
were the contracts opened to competition as in other cases. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the Grand Jury of this county, at spring assizes assembled, beg to 
solicit your Excellency’s consideration for these matters, and pray that steps 
may be taken for the reduction of these burdens, in order that, in the one case, 
they may enjoy the benefits which the peaceful condition of their county 
should secure, and that at least the position in which they stand in regard to 
the constabulary, as compared with other counties, may be examined ; while, in 
the other, that your Excellency would be pleased to direct the Board of Works 
to hand over the contract roads in this county now under their control to the 
Grand Jury to appoint contractors by public competition, as the law directs, 
an arrangement by which they believe this county will be relieved from con- 
siderable expense, and the works equally well maintained. 

Which is submitted by your Memorialists. 

(signed) 



1. Patrick Blake, Foreman, 


12. 


D. H. Kelly. 


Gortnamona, Ballinasloe. 


13. 


Edward Blake. 


2. 


14. 


Robert Bodkin. 


3. Thomas Martin , w . p. 


15. 


Walter Lawrence. 


4. W. Le Poer Trench. 


16. 


A. W. Blake. 


5. Thomas Ffrench. 


17- 


Robert Darcy. 


6. Valentine Blake, Bart. 


18. 


J. H. Burke. 


7- Michael D. Bellew. 


19- 


Francis Butler. 


8. J. S. Lambert. 


20. 


S. J. Donelan. 


9. Denis Daly. 


21. 


Charles Lynch. 


10. J. N. Redington, m.p. 


22. 


Thomas A. Eyre. 


11. Burton Per sse. 


23. 


John Lopdell. 



Sir; Dublin Castle, 11 May 1840. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that the resolution 
of the Grand Jury for the reduction of the constabulary force has been brought 
under the consideration of the Inspector-general, who’is of opinion that, as far 
as at present appears, it could not be reduced without danger to the peace of 
the county, in which his Excellency concurs. 

His Excellency, however, wishes to call the attention of the magistrates to 
the enclosed copies of the reports of the two county inspectors, and of the 
Inspector-general’s minute, and should the magistrates avail themselves of 
the suggestions thrown out in the latter, to meet and consider the subject, he 
will be happy to receive their opinion. 

The Secretary of the Grand Jury, I am, &c. 

County of Galway. * (signed) W. T. Hamilton. 



Inspector General’s Minute. 

In submitting the opinions of the inspectors of the two ridings of the 
county of Galway on the proposition made by the Grand Jury for a reduction 
of the county force, and in which opinions I concur,. I think it right to observe, 
that the number of policemen in any given district or county- depends, not-only 
on the amount of population, but also on the extent of .the .county, its natural 
features, means of intercourse, and a variety of other circumstances. - If these 
eireumstanees be taken into consideration, it will be found that the West Riding 
of Galway has not a sufficient force to perform the ordinary duties and keep up 
the necessary patrols, while I question the prudence of decreasing the number 
of constables, even in the East Riding. 1 

However, as I can have no interest in wishing to keep up an unnecessary 
force anywhere, but, on the contrary, should feel that the preservation of the 
public peace with a small force would reflect additional credit on the esta- 
blishment, I would remark that, taking as a general rule that the number of 

policemen 
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policemen at the head-quarters of a district ought not to be less than 10, or at 
any station fewer than five men, I should be glad if the magistrates of the 
county would take the trouble, at a general meeting of their body, to examine 
the present strength and distribution of the county force, with a view to their 
suggesting any alteration or reduction in it that they may deem necessary, 
when their proposal shall receive my best consideration. In this task the two 
inspectors will be prepared to give every assistance. 

In the comparison which the Grand Jury have made, between the amount of 
force in the counties of Galway and Cork, they are in error in supposing that 
the number in the latter county only amounts to 535, whereas by our last 
returns it exceeds 700 ; and at this moment there are, in addition to the 
numerous applications made within the last six months for augmentations, two 
requisitions on the part of the magistrates for a further increase ; the truth is, 
that Cork is still considerably below the establishment which so large a county 
requires. 

4 May 1840. (signed) D. McGregor. 



Report of County Inspector, East Riding. 

Loughrea, 26 March 1840. 

I am of opinion that if any reduction is practicable in the police force of this 
riding of Galway, with due regard to the preservation of the peace of it, it 
must be a very small one ; I should say, from 20 to 25 men are the utmost it 
would be advisable to reduce in this division of the county, and even this I should 
conceive should be made more by way of experiment, and in compliance with 
the expressed wish of the Grand Jury, than any absolute necessity that appears 
for it ; I can vouch that, as far as has come to my knowledge, the most strict 
regard has been paid to economy with respect to the expenses of the force, 
which has been curtailed by every means practicable, to render it as light as 
possible. 

The Inspector-General, (signed) JV. Lems, C. I. 2d Rate, 

&c. &c. & c. 



County Galway, East Riding. 

Loughrea, 8 April 1840. 

I annex a proposed allocation of the strength of this' riding, laid down on as 
low a scale as I think it could be at all attempted with due regard to the 
preservation of the peace of it. If this part of the country continues in the 
state of tranquillity it is at present, I am of opinion this number of men may 
answer, but should it get disturbed, an increase will certainly be required. 

I conceive it is my duty, and it certainly is my wish, to abridge the expense 
of the police as much as it can be done consistent with the safety of the 
country, and as the men are in such a high state of efficiency (nearly all the 
old and unserviceable men being got rid of, and replaced by young active 
fellows, capable of enduring much fatigue), I conceive a greater reduction can 
be attempted than some years ago could be thought of. I am sure great 
opposition will be given to reduce any station by the magistrates and gentry 
resident in the locality of it. I have conversed several times with magistrates 
on this subject, and 1 am of opinion, that in general they are against any 
reduction, or at least, if any, a small one only could be allowed. I will 
endeavour to collect their opinions, of which I will inform you with as little 
delay as possible. 

The Inspector-General, 

&c. &c. See. 

487. 



(signed) IV. Lezvis, C. I. 2d Rate. 

A 2 
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Proposed Allocation Return for Galway (East Riding). 



NAME 

of 

CHIEF 

CONSTABLE. 


Baronies, 

Portions of Baronies, 
in Charge, 
to be accurately 
shown. 


STATIONS. 


High Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. 


Total Number of Men 
at each Station. 


i 


REMARKS.. 


C. Gernon 


- ■ Louehrea and 


Loughrea 


2 


2 


19 


23 


3 






portion ofKilcon- 


Craughwell - 


- 


1 


7 




- 






nell, Athenry, 


Gurtvmadden 


— 


1 


4 


5 


- 






Longford, and 


Kilcreest 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 






Dunkellin. 


Kilreede 


- 


1 




7 


- 








New Inn 


— 


1 


4 


5 


- 








River Ville - 


- 


I 


4 


5 


~ 






- - Leitrim and 


Marke Hill - 


1 


1 




10 


1 






portion of Lough- 


Dalystoun 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 






rea and Long- 


•Doniny 


- 




4 


5 


- 






ford. 


Derrybrien - 


- 




4 


5 


- 








Mountshannon 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 








Rossmore 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 








W oodford 


_ 


1 


5 


t> 


- ■ 








Whitegale 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 






- - Longford and 


Portumna 


I 


1 




10 








portion of Lei- 


Bally cressane 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 












1 


6 














_ 


1 


5 


6 


- 


station) not in- 


Samuel Abbott 


Longford - 


Laurencetown 


1 


I 


8 


10 


1 








Carrokeel 


- 


1 


4 1 


5 


- 








Clonfert-bridge 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 










_ 


— 


- 


- 


— 


- - lo be dis- 










1 


7 


8 


_ 


continued. 










1 


2 




_ 


- - The present 


















number stationed 


















there. 








_ 


- 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- - To be dis- 






Kiltormer 




1 


5 


6 


_ 


continued. 










1 


2 


3 


- 


■ - - The present 






Meelick 




1 


4 


5 


- 


number stationed 






Shannon-view 




- 


1 


- 


- 


there. 






Fower - 




1 


5 


6 


— 






- - Clonmack- 


Ballinasloe 


1 


1 


12 


14 


i 


- - With two 




noon, and Kilcon- 


Ahascragh 


_ 


1 


5 


6 


- 


men from county 






Aughrim 


_ 


1 


6 


7 


- 


Roscommon (a 


















joint station) not 


















included. 








_ 


_ 




3 


_ 


- - With one 






Bally-M‘Ward 


_ 


1 


4 


5 


- 


constable and 






Clonegore 


_ 


1 


4 


5 


- 


two subs from 






Kilconnell 


_ 


1 


4 


5 


- 


county Itoscom- 




- - Killyan and 


Mountbellew - 


1 


1 


8 


10 


1 


mon (a joint 




portion of Tya- 


Ballinamore - 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 


station) not in- 




quin, and Bally- 


Ballvgar 


- 


1 


5 




- 


eluded. 




moe. 


Castleblakeney 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 








Creggs - 


- 


1 


5 




- 








Gurteen 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 








Moylough 


- 


1 


4 


5 


- 






1 


'otals - 


7 


42 


221 


270 


8 





* In a former proposed allocation I recommended this station to be discontinued ; I however 
think it advisable to continue it for the present, in consequence of disturbances haying taken place 
in that neighbourhood, arising from tenants having been dispossessed of land last winter. 
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Count y of Galway (East Riding) 
Proposed allocation ...... 

Staff at depots - - - - 



263 

3 

27 



- 293 
- - 273 

Proposed reduction 20 



The strength directed to be kept up was 304, but we were never complete according to this 
number. 

The proposed allocation gives an actual reduction of the number at present serving of 20 men. 
Loughrea, 8 April 1840. 



Present force actually serving ... 
Proposed strength to be kept up - 



At present serving in the ridings 
Staff at depots .... 
Recruits at depots - 




Report of County Inspector, West Riding. 

Outerard, 1 April 1840. 

On the subject of the annexed minute, I beg to state that I fully concur in 
the opinion expressed by the Grand Jury as to the peaceful state of this county, 
but 1 do not coincide with them that a reduction can be effected, and the duties 
of the constabulary efficiently performed. 

The diminution of crime may in a great degree be attributed to the presence 
of a constabulary force at all fairs, markets, and other public meetings, where 
faction fights and other offences arising therefrom used formerly prevail, but 
now entirely suppressed; and as considerable difficulty is frequently experienced, 
even with the present force, in collecting a sufficient number of men for these 
purposes, should any reduction take place, either these important duties cannot 
be properly attended to, or men will have to be assembled from such distances 
from their'stationsj will be so frequently and so long absent, as well as so harassed, 
that the ordinary duties of their respective districts, the execution of warrants, 
escort of prisoners, convicts, &c., cannot be duly attended to. I have further 
to observe that, in this riding, which includes about two-thirds of the county, 
there are only 39 stations, and at the last summer assizes, when the then Grand 
Jury were considering the expediency of memorializing the Lord Lieutenant for 
a reduction, I was called on for my opinion, and the Grand Jury having taken 
each station, and the number of men attached thereto into consideration, 
resolved that no reduction could be effected in this riding. See my report of 
the 27th July 1839. 

Since then, frequent applications have been made for an increase to the force 
stationed in Tuam, Tubber, Knivana, as also for additional stations in Conne- 
mara, a large district, daily increasing in population and importance, and one 
which, so far from admitting of any decrease of the force, requires, in my 
opinion, an augmentation of our officers, men, and stations. 

The Inspector-General, (signed) J. B. Blake , C. I. 

&c. &c. &c. 



N. B . — There was not any communication addressed by order of the Lord 
Lieutenant to the magistrates of the county Galway, relative to above-men- 
tioned Memorial. 



(True Copies.) 

Dublin Castle. . Jno. Macdonald. 
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